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A FISHING ARMY
ON FROZEN LAKES

Sport With Spear and Hook
and Line on the lce |
in Minnesota. |

~ — -
‘Th.ro he would lie, tail to nose, all Hmi
rest of the winter if permitted to, but i

he were then put back inta the water he
would in a very short time wiggle to life

and Ko sWimming away as ively as he was | felt heavier every mile poet

the hour he grabbed that bait of vours
“Another odd thing about the crappie
It s well sometimes to have a cork or floal
onvour line when angling for him  Now, o«
vou probably know, when you are fishing
for ordinary fish, using a cork, and the
cork goes down with the bite of your fish
you don’t pull up then, but wait until the
cork goes down the second time, for the
first going down only indicated that the |
fish had taken your bait to consider it
and hadn't it fast in his mouth yet, the

' mecond going down being the signal that

WOODEN BAIT FOR BIG FISH

Lure of the Muskallonge— Game
Little Crappies and Their |
Queer Ways.

Fhere are thousands of lakes in Minne-
<ota and all of them. large and small,
mapped and unmapped. abound in game
fishes, fromn the lLroad sided crappie
whose weight is gauged by ounces bt
whose gameness is teasured by the pound
to the flerce muskallonge and the lordly
lake trout.  On these lakes at the present

moment there i a small army of fisher- |

men armed with spears and equipped with
hook and line who are
by the ton through the joe

“More fish are taken from the prolifie
lakes of Minnesota during the months
the ice covers them than are caught
through all the rest of the year.” said a
former resident of the Northwest  “The
frozen lakes are dotted with the
houses of the spear fishermen from the
time the ice closes the lakes until it melts
with the coming of spring

“Taking fish by spearing reuires that [
the fishermen shall be sheliered not only |
for protection against the severe cgld!
but aleo because the light must be shut
away from the fishermen about the holes
through which they jah their keen pronged
gigs. With the light <hut out from the
house above the hole the fisherman can
=ea far down into the water and discover

the finny dweller thersin  long before
he draws near the fatal spot
“There is something uncanny in the

<iealthy approach of a muskallonge or
a pike or a big pickerel upward o of the
=ombre depihs toward the strange object
whose antics in the water above him have
aroused his curiosity.  The lure used by |
the fisherman is a bit of wood whittled
into some crude resemblance 1o 4 minnow
and suspended by a string 10 the water
a couple of feet or g0 below the surface
and kept in srratic motion by the lisher-
nian

“By and by the outlines of the fish appea
<lowly rising into view. Cautious, sus-
jucious, yet intent on close inspection of
the curious thing above, the fish moves
loiteringly but  unswervingly upward
\s the hawk sails through the air withour
visible motion of the wings
muskallonge or pike or pickerel rises in
the water toward the spearman’s lire
with every flu =0 nearly motion'ess that |
inere is but the faintest quiver of one
This spooky advance of 1he
big fish out of the dimness into the clearer
pathway of water is sure to bring a creepy

.. 80 the

teeling to the person peering down
through a spear hole in the ice for the
first time

“Not for an instant does the fish increass
s omomentum as it rises and at last it
~ ops with i1s nose within an inch or 1wo |
of the dancing lure and glares at ¢ flercely,
showing that it is curiosity and not hun-
that atiracts it 1f it was hunger
the fish would swoop upon the lure and
crunch i in its jaws  In the darkness
ol the fish house overhead the man with
the spear is invisible to the fish At 1he
rght moment the spear falls, and too
late the denizen of the depths knows that
118 curimoity has been its undoing

“The men who spear tish on the Minne-
=ota lakes must pay a license fee of $1
for the winter, but those who fish with
hook and line through the 1ce are per-
mitted to use their tackle tax free  The
fish houses used by the spearmen are
of all sorts of shapes and material, the
favorite being a tentlike affair made
of tar paper Others are enclosires
of solid ice, made by building a frame
of brush thickly massed, over which
water is poured and allowed to freeze
until the icy walls are formed Some
are neatly constructed wooden houses

“Sitting on a low stool or bench and kept
cowfortably warm by a small stove
the fish spearman sits over the hole in
the ice all day watching and waiting,
spear and lure hine in hand. and seldom
waiting long or watching in vain

*The hook anud line fishermen through
the ice have sport mostly with pickerel
and crappes. and the temperature on
those Minnesota lakes in winter does
not permit of much contemplative ang-
ling. The contemplative man taking
recreation on these lakes would end in
heing carried off the ice as stifl as any
of the fish which the angler who isn't
contemplative throws out upon it You
have got to keep moving when vou go
fishing out on the ice in Minnesota Often
it will take a couple of you to do your
fishing one to keep chopping the holes
open as they freeze up

“But it is great fun 1 used to like to
fish for crappies the best. Crappies
helong to the sunflsh family, the same
na the black bass does, and have all the
gameness of that family. They have
=uch a peculiar way of fighting after
they find they are hooked that you need
not Le surprisedaf after landing one that
vou thought was surelv going to be the
record big tsh vou find that it isn’t as big
a8 your hand  The erappie has a broad
side, and the nstant you hegin to pull
on your line he turns his side up against
the water and kecps it there A four
ounce crappie will thus give vou a two
pound pull

“The crappie is pacuiar in other wAyR
He likes deep water, and he won't gtir an |
inch out of his way to seize vour bait |
never caught a crappie throngh the joe
in a lesa depth of water than twenty-fiye
feel in any of those lakes. In running
water he wi.l adapt himself to any depth
thare ia in it, and | have taken crappies |
in two feet of such water |

“In
thirty teet von't be beyond his depth |
If he lie- in water a foot less in depth than
that von might flsh a week at thirty feat
dejth and never get a bite, although
erappies by the hundred might be lying
a foor lghor ap You must get your bait |
right in hine with this particular pisea- |
torial crank or vou might just as well

wer

|

fish 10 a washtuybh for whales ‘
“When you hanl out a erappie and throw
him v the ice he wiil on the instant curl

i hma @ napkin ring and freeze salid.

!
taking out .ll.-h.”m"“ as an

[night?

the lakes and through the |.-.-i'

the bait had met with his approval and
yYou could haul him in

“But if you are fishing for crappies
through the ice out in Minnesota and
follow the same course with vour fishing
and wait until the cork goes down the
second time you won't get your crappie
At the very first wiggle or wabbleof vour
cork is when you want to settle with Me
Crappie.  The crappie hites as quick as o
fash and vou've got to take him right i
the act  The second pull down of the
cork by him is simply a farewell 1o vou
and to tell you he has skinned your hook
and is waiting for another sample of vour
bait *

AFTER THE SNIPE HUNT.
Bampies of the Hardships the Sportsiman |
Endures Cheerfully,

‘It s surprising,” said a man who s
fond of outdoor sports, “how much fatigne
a man can endire when the hardship

accompaniment of sport
I remember one occasion in particular in
the Southland where this was hroaght

| home 10 me with special emphasis

‘We had been up one of the many bavous

| that empty into Vermilion Bay about a

score of miles from New lberia after
enipe and had enconntered all sorts of
footing from prairie tremblants to the
heavy black muck of the rica fields My
companion was a sunny haired, merry
chap. reared on the borders of the bay
and he knew every man who owned the
besi shooting grounds and every inch of
the marsh land for miles

“1 remember it was 530 P M as we
shioved the pirogne aut from the bank
and headed for the house of my friend
plainly visible on itk eminence fve miles
away embowered in trees and looking
like a beacon in the distance, as the firs:
lights flashed across the Lirown bosom of
the marsh

“It was a cranky cral
in which we sa:,

that pirogfe
crauky a! any time, but

[this evening it seemed to be possessed |

of an evil spirit and refused to be con- |
trolled. L wat in the bow and did my best |
to steer so as to avoid the wind, which !
was pufly Al to no purpose and finally :
the fair haired chap in the bow gave an
tunusually vicious dig with his paddle
and over we went in twenty-five feer of
W' |
“l can see his face now as he turnesd
to look a' me just am we touched the cold |
waters of the havou | grabbed my gun |
instanter as we capsized and came

up
clutching it tightly with one hand A
few strokes with mv free hand hrough

e 1o one end of the dugout, which was
floating down the stream which at ths
poin® was not more thau a bhondred feo
wide, Heof the fair hair wis at the ot ber
end of the pirogue, and there we Aogted |
for perhags half a minute  Then we
both swam for shore and pulled the
rogue out after us ’
“Our paddles and a bag with 88 R |
were floating placidly away, but heing
thoroughly wet one dip more mean:
nothing and they were  speedily
Irieved .

e

"1t was oniy the work of a few minites
tu empty the craft and wring the water
from our coats and khaki trousers, and
the paddies were plied all the guicker
when our jJourney was resiumed A
birisk run from the dock to the house o
warm hath, and the promise of 4 dinne:
such as Cramp Island anly ecan
of made us forge: all the fatigue of
dayv

“It was firning that the pusce de ros s
ance of the dinper should he o famons
stiipe pie.  As 1 recill it now, it was o
huge dish with more than a dozen jack
snipe and a foreemest made of the Lregsts
of some baall snipe which we had killed
the day hefore There was u dash of
very old Madeira aud a covering of pastpy
as brown as the skin of the colored womag
who had ried ont the instructions of
her mistress in the making

"After dinner it was estimated that
bad covered 1wenty-five miles of
mapsh . pastire and rice field that day
and there was vet a joltney to New Theria
by wagon to catch the early morning
train for New Orleans in order to take
another train to fulfil an important en
gagement the following day in Tenesses
Arrangements had made 1o have |
the train meet s ot the furthest end of |
the treatle over the river fram the main- |
land on the branci
the salt mines

“There had been a
previous week and the Loseway was
flooded, wo that it was g fir
wagons apd even dangerous for suddle
horses. It was some time before 9 o' clock |
when we departed from the Logee 4
negro lad on & pony Carrying mv g and
bag. My friend who was accomnpanying
me to the city rode his own thoro gt
bred horse and a guiet mare was snd o
for me. With the snipe still in the groo,
such slung across the pommel of 1.
saddle we set out in inky darkness throg, |
the live oak grove past the pool whers
the teal fly in the evenings and out i,/
the patch of sugar cane where the hig |
black bear had been killed the previous
fall. |

“The clank of the iron shod feet of the
negro boy's horse told us when we had
struck the railroad, and for half an hour
our sure footed beasts made their cau-
tious way through Egyptian darkness.

“The sound of running water told us
when we had come to the trestle where
the horses would have to be abandoned,
and bidding the colored lad good nighi
he atarted furk leading the stallion and
the mare. Bidding me be cautious, my
companion assumed half the burden and
we began our half mile walk over the trestle
to the mainland.

“F.ver walk a trestle on a black dark
You have something in store for
yvau then. [ had a dozen sensations dur-
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ing the journey, but we finally made it
withaut mishap, fully expecting our teamn
1o be waiting at the turn in the road that
led ta New ria

“We halloed and callad a score of times
% na response. Finally a door of i
cabin some distance away opened and a |
negro called

“"Dat you Massa John?'" |

“Hemmg nssured that it was by the fair!
haired one, the man said something about
a fool niggih from lheria who came,
but wouldu't wait and had gone home
There we were four miles from the manop
house and ten miles from town and a
train to be caught! The negro had no
method of conveyance and it was up to s
to walk

“'Are you game? 1 queried, though |
ought to have known hetter

“Was he game? His answer was a

quickly uttered Come on," as b copzend his
shear of the burden

*“Twenty-filve milea thet (v over the
toughest country in the world and now
ten miles of ties and cindess'  Hhe s nipe

we passed
and the guns and tegvellfng Lo ‘}"lﬂh"'l
upon our tired hand and arms 1 they
were numb
“A sugar mill, itg wined w= ol e with
they never stop 1 g once
jthey commenee the rmn wa welcoms
sight, ae wo w half onr journey Was
ever, andanother | ' ploddingt ronught
the lighta of the httle town nio VIEWw
P 1t waa 1 o'elack when, thoroug! fagaed
out, Wossst (o the station, T Yen
but hq...o; and for all the [atiene
loss of <ep | felt that © ha ne
parid a thousandfold.”
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“The game law of

twists them toagether r form

and builds them layver upeon layer, grada- | water The buck Licked and wiggled and
ually narrowing the structare antl oafwaggled, byt he couldn't get his nose |
) 1 from under water
firm, cone shaped house = the result |
This ie farther strenethened and made | 1ere until the buck drowned
pum ¥ URAT RLIVHETENAC, AT B | AR soon as Aleck knew that the deer |
comfortable by a liberal mixture of mor- | was dead his strength went awav from |

1ar ma bv the muskrat out of the marsh
mid
“*The interior of a muskrat's hotse

. &
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Y10 the buck's throat when up the bhuck

| *prang to his feet

“Hle was no sconer on his feet than awa:
 he went at a good thirty milee an how
{ clipy with Aleck holding to his horns 1k
terim death  Alock atuek to the deer
for an eighth of 4 mile  Then the buck
stopy ed in his trac k= Vleek went rigint
o He thought he shot ahead not less
pthan twenty feet hefore he touched any-
‘-!unu When he did touch something
[he found hie was in the top of a big e
that had been blown down

“He didn't have time to find ont whthes
hee was hurt o hiot, for thy dosr came
Peoringing right on in aftor him, and he
Venew he had g Gight Now o wouhdod
ek i< abont the wopat thing a hunter
can have to doal with whvn it comos to

los: quartome The way th v can s
their horns and foot i oa fight is some-

Lthing to make vou we il

Alwk wriggl d ont of the way of 1h

higher than the deey

sk i)

Radsing the ek 's

| hind legs A used his headd under the

him hike o flash, and he flopped right |
Bt he never let go |

diwn on the bank

29, 1911,

8 rain gl must be constantly alert.
the present season it has sometimes taken
five or six hours harl work to land one of
the larger tarpons. Tt occasionally happens
thit o shark will come along just toward

the end of a long contest and make a meal |

off of the tarpon (e dav  recently a
torpon was heing hauled om of the water
into the hoat when a shark made a sddden
man and bit it intwo

Tmiring the winter here the
Panuco River i swarming with pleasure
craft of various kinde, Most of the
privite vaclts hiere t his vear bronght their
own gasolene lpunches with them and each
loy they are filled with devotees of out-
loor

mOGSON

ADOrt s

When fishing for tarpon Lecomes tire-
1 hese for amusement  go
0% 1o the jotties and try their hand at
catehing and killing sharks,  As many as
1ty shorks have been killed by one of
these boating perties in one day,  Fish-

SO UL S o)

p W F Mtk rats bt weeh N . . .
i :r L gt | i "- I { forbads  the buck’s fore 4 a4 it sprang in oon bim, g for the mammoth June fish and for
vernher 1 oand April 15 1 and rogpchel and took hold of one ghe smaller vavietios is also indulgel in
e onoor injury thwir | POTS antler with onoe boand whil hoe threw his 1% the vintiors
any time" said a man fond nHng [ other arm ovor the huck's neck.  Thw o
“The purpose of the law wa ot | Wrost] o "" r halt an acrs, antil Alwk -
the muskrate. bt it | " t11e Vas so cxbionst o ther thee der found o TRICKS 0 THE JACKRARBIT.
i gisk mit | : Sk difficulty in tossing him off 1o one sid
value also. The bheuts ) ”! | * “l"'-”l {ant Also the Blunders That Enable Hounds
y " erls R ' .
heratid builder as i : . - I d followed un hia ad and Foxes to Cateh iim,
thee muskrat in imge i nnd veiem intage he wond have finished the joh i PI t
in it ' rat On Aleck hat the wild hog was presentod Fhie fux i na mateh for the jackrabb
| © dOrestie Arrange s £ Wi &
: : (] : : i u' i e | from finishing by the caning on the cene N anesd widd 0 hunter who has taken
witldinge " ' 1
I n “RENIAEN sl tRhal of the bear  Rut instead of nmping note of that sopightly creature’'s wayvs
selects a spot on e . i | on Aleck 1he Injex «tart i for the water “1 don’t mean the big, stilt legged rnbbit
| e Rovosedesdd at hotie higl i oo \ e " s hiag s
I*m’l \ul}vu Aoaded o ' L |'l||.1 .In-n‘;h'.ﬁ reel. Aleck determined to head o0 o Westarn plains, bt the Northern
water ol nan-tda nargins 4 ’ y » &
animal tunnels from o ik of the “"""""-l was only g fow vards away, | OF Canada hare, which was introduced
'l‘ . > P I'he bank wa ree foet o w0 high above (6 the thickets and brush lots of southern
o A SRAR. T TG & ihe o e !
slream F Iag I '} i . f the water It rowas growing weak | New York a few VOATS A Eo
] . L L] 1 1 i
may be. beginning b theedge 08 from its wound, and when he slig into the “Flowst ns the red fox is on hic velvet
low water mark, to the = te ot has selected " creek Aleck was un with him and shid Fout. thiR & d Y TR
for its house in after him The deor was «till within < 1hik same jackrabbit could give him
“These  prelithina apleted. the Meach, and Aleck grabbed him by hoth | half & mile start in a two mile race and
\ predi ' : Exgt) hind legs<, beween the hoofs and the(win in a canter. Yot if the dogs could
mius 1w Wit 1= mit| =] KO wiih g
PLSE e, L " knpea . be started after a fox and a Jjackrabbit
the broad, strong =14 nid  leaves of The water wis Four feet desn and swift. 1,
\ With a t o . i : (at the same time over the same course
the flag and long Gl R ETARS Fhese | With g big ofort Aleck dragged the deer .
materials the 1 Idor carries  back to the shore, and backed up the the rabbit would be eaught while the fox
iaterials the by suilder carrie » AL
o han e v ap feet  Would st W ¢ s pac
to the building site, wheoe it broids and | K Lt brought Aleck three feet culd still be in a good lead of the pack.

“That's because the fox has the longeat
head of the two, He knows a thing or
two that the rabbit hasn't been able to

nevar will be able to

Ihe trouble with the jackrabbit s
that he is long on timidity and short on
tact. In a race of that kind he would

in o' the barn and is 1 yin' to elimh on tothe
! milk house!’

it'sa man!’

"it'sa Loar!”

IT'Iu'v roof «

| look
of milk pans within the interior of that

e D

*He rubbed his eyves and looked again.
“‘Why," said he “tain't a horse neither,

“He rubbed his eves again and took
another look.

* 'Why,' said he 't man neither,

———

ALASKA BELIEVES IN CLINB

M NT WKINLEY
(O0DK? O, NO!

oF ny b,

By Fairbanks Expedition Meaded by 1o,

“The farmer was = surprised that he
never offered to interfers with the hear.
The bear dropped on all fours again.,
f the itk |} |
a few inchies ot
the door
n good push the bear ignored
and placing his two fo
urdor the projecting roof
on his hind feet,  There wWasa nip and a
crash, and the stars looked down inta the
milk house through an opening i the
roof Lig enongh to let a cow in

Why," said Farmer Ruby, his surprise
inereased, ‘gin't content to git in bv
door, like a human thief 'd he'eonsiderats

projected
Aithough
openev] by
it entirely

have

Hves

We

I

enotgh to do, but jucks the roof off and

spiles the milk house!

“Farmer Ruby didn't know then that
it ia the disposition of hoars to get into
snelosures that way and that if there had
any wind: in the milk house the
bear would firet have smashed
one of them before proceeding to tear off
the roof. Woodsmen all know this bent
of the bears by experience with them at
their cabing and lumber shanties,  If the
roof on that milk house had been open
to the sky the Lear wouldn't have gone

in at it, but would then have battered

the door in and ignored the opening in

the roof.

“Why this idiosyncrasy on the part qr
bears nobody knows. But it doesn't
matter, Let thet pass Farmer HRuby

didn’t know that hears had it, and hence
his indignation over this ruthless ripping
off of his milkhouse rocf

“The bear as well as the stars looked
down through that opening into the milk

house,  What he saw there plainly pleased

Aleck just held him | get into that rattle brain of his vet and | him, for he disappeared through the open-

ing so quickly that it caused Farmer Ruby
to rub his eyes again to get a clearer
Instantly the clatter and bang

the hind legs of the buck, and that was |start away at the top ‘of his speed and ' itk house established the fact that the

Sometimes it will have as many as four seious of the fun Aleck had hesn having
apartments, one above the other  The “Aleck looked as if WA had been trying
number = behieved to b regulated conclusions with a threshing machine,

hiv
the expectsd height of the wate \e
cess to them from below 1= by a « hanbar

or gallery bt around the inner  edge
of the house and rising hike a spiral =tar
way  The muskrat expects and wants
the ground Mo 1t= house to be flooded
but there most alwavs bee o drv. warm
roomm at the top

“The imtecior is lined with a sheathin
of drv grasses and leaves  The onl

ance and Nt tothe house (s the sub-

tervatiean passage from th nuk ol
water. the ground 1 o level
with that tunnel

“The reasun that this wise little atnam

Lses et o= sa that

the ground floor and the tunue | are alwavs Mus of the vachits came from Fngland
under water seems to be that I this way || W0 Wers from New Yark and one from
an exit & provided in case the house is liermany. In the !.h'A”hH isrdidhie Aol
assailed by sothe foe. and un entrange if ! men atl women of title [t was said
one pursues the tenan' whih thooad by the English awner of one of | vichts
“The muskra! remains boidde 1| THAL he spent nine months our of each vear
house duringe the dav, unless the dav s visiting remoie parts of the wo tha
cloudy atd dark Al tught it goes forth [ he made ourneys of wany thousands of
to fisll ol \lie. ki Toats 4Gd watep [ D6 0ve) 'I:AT--m-'--!-_v hie hand at vari-
grasses and plants Lhen and tnen only ",'.1..”!“ 8.l -Imgl""lll'g ‘:d'““!'l.:””'g
i it voluntarily wndangered by the traise om Tampico he and his paoty of friends

that Tor 1t sometimes at the
france 1o ts tunnel
abiout i1ts feeding places

Muskrat trappers have long had & wayv

of adding to their score of pelts Ly stealing

Ao =

sometimes al o

rupon the dwelling places of the muskrat |

in the
tined

davtune, thiusting =harp, manv
lung handled spears down through
the roots and knocking the tops of the

houses off 1o tind that they have impaled
sommetimes Thie four of the inmates
=0 and huddled together in thear |
coney hving toom, tor often as many as
haif a d f a fam will nccupy one
Biotames
The survivors of a muskiat Liowuse n
vaded thus rathlessiv gscape 1o Olne
hous=less wanders s avey the mairs=h
and the constant prev of winged and
four legged s well as two legged foes
[t to protect the muskra! Against these

and the breaking up
ol estaliished coonies that the jlaw fog
bidding the injury or destruction of musk -

wan piassed

s

“Muskra akins in pr condi nl
are wordh this vear fron cenls 1o §1
vl There 18 no ather D thai re-
reettib s seilskin so closely It he miusk
Ll Were as g s fur seal and the
plick and Herceness 1 can ass
nereased 0 proporiion o
bold trapper or hunter that
to b the muskrat

A muskrat won't tight unless 11 has
to, bt when it has to ir will do battle

rwith twenty times its own weigh, of dog
Cheowill have 1o be an agiive und exper-

wneed dog, oo, that doesn 't ge | Worsl
of 1t e such a hght in short order and
turn tai! A cornered muskrvar will tight |
w man, and otice n lastens (1= teell on

anvilng those teeth stav fast unnl then
OWHIEF

The musk part of this Little animal's
pame s all nght, but there 18 ne
why the auimal should be called a rai
except  from outward appearance
It is no omore g rat than a cow s I'hies
Mmuskrat s a =striet vegetarian, and s =o

(dainty ar tos meals that it will not pai
s mouth o a root uniil it wa S AwWay
avery particle of dirt from o lis meat

and they will
nukes a dish

JHCY il gWise!
tell vou i Marviand thar o
fit for a king

The furricrs of Now York city alone
s is estimutesd, buy more Tham e Lo (MM)
mvslrat sKins every sensaon Fhey canme

tronn all over the coumry
I trappers of Marviand marshos
cantinie 1o supply the balk of them
Ihies i price |t i lated
IFappingg 1o a great extent

bt the musk
1 he

1T dhigmi Nk

VNECKh DOWNED THE RBUGCK

After the Buack Nearly Findshed the Joh
Hegun by the Wikd Hog.
RBUSQUEHANSAY, Pa, Jan ‘After
Aleck Forbes got through with the buck.®
said the retired Erie engineer, “ihere
wast 't clothes enough on him to swab a
rhotgun I told Aleck when he 1alked of

oK

going 1o Canada after desr (hat Iu-l.-'m-r‘lrrn;nu-nl sun; it gives its head a 1wist | and is taking the way that to him seemg | The farmer stole hacl

ktay home und go up vonder along Mount
Ararat and bunt rabbis, but he sniffed
atme. So heand a friend of his and my-
welf went o Canada 3
“Befare hie had the 1jme with the deer,
though, he wus out one day und 1ook a
shot at a hog rmanning wild in the woods
He hit the hag, but only made it mad and
iotreed him - We had Aleck's word for
it that the hog would soon have had the
tree rooted up and then seattercd Alock
to the winds if just as the tree WHR gl -

viting ready to fall a bag bear hadn ' .-..uml

tearing out of 1ae brush and made for
that hog  The wild hog wasn't 1nern
aftar bear and so awav he went into the
woods, the bear afier him, and Alock es-
cnped

“Well, it war nest day tha! he It up
the big biek  He and his Triend haoth g
a shot at him, but | didn't gt a shot
and the deer went an Afier a while
Aleck  jumped him up again and this
time knocked him over  Aleck walked
leisurely up to cut his throat He sivad-

dled the carcass and wag putting the kmrel

FERRONE |

1 bt he got hig buek
ber it weighed 200 pounds ”

| FARPON AT TAMPICO.
i Sport ‘That Attracts Fishermen i rom ites
mote Parts of the World
Tasmirien
hie

Mexico., Jan. S The fame
of Fampico tarpon

sesns 1o h

he

Uehing
ave spread 1o remote parts of

waorld

| and it attracts hundreds of
spotismen 1o this place duing the season
At one time recently nine foreign priv

vl s were

anchgrs harhor, sach
ihe vesse!'s contaming a party of sporise-

LR {1 |

wentd to Vera Cruv, and from there they
Wil procved to 1 he Inthmus of Tehuantepe:
for tiger hunting  The early spring will
{find them fishing off the coast of Sonth
! America

oIt anly within the last few vears that
oImne
Fhe sstablishment of 4 deey
wa'vr harbor at

Hihe Tampico fishing grosinds huve b
L well known
Fampico took plare not
soverviany yrarsagoand previoustothat
time the town was little known o)

W ot
| srede world .

I'he ship captains and crews who came

o Tampreo carred to various foregn

porta the news of the wonderful fishing

tha

was 1o be had here and visitors be
gan tao come to Tampioo far the prarpose
Lof enjovitig a season of the sport Fach
| winte f has n

incregsed anttl thers gre now =o many of

the pnumber of visitors

flowing

- g bunches of fexible weeds “ Leneath The farmer. gun in hand, sat up 1o
he chief tishing for tarpon and other (sotne protecting bush  When prassed by wateh for the coming of the bear.  He | -
deep water fab s done 1 the Panuco | pursuers, and he concliudes to play ons wis beginning to nod when, slouching | the fatal seizure

Lare made extending from the month of

| That stream o a point about three yyles |

fabove Tampico making a total distance
of about nine mi'les. ‘The river s hroad
land ranges in depth from forty 1o sivty
|feer Owing 10 the salt w hich
comes in from the gulf the water of the
Panuca for some distance from its month

Waitey

e the home and plavgroand of myriads | petus carries him and he judges so nicely had Nfted from its fasienings the night (0
the leaping tarpon feading [ the distance 10 his nest tha' he drops I

lof gamy Fsh
i this class

It 1= the Panuco River that the deen

water harbor s situated. The wharves
land custom house  are mmediately in
;fu.nl of the « Within five minutes

walkk from the hotels the sportsman may
step into a gasolene launch or rowboat
and in another Hve minttes hegin trolhing
for tarpon

The tisherman does not have t
worry about the arrangements for  his
outind  If he leaves word with the hotel
tman the night before he will tind every-
}‘?lllu'.' ready for him when e staris out
:--ur‘_\' the following morning. A boatman
|is on hand ‘o carry his tackle and lunch,
~which have been supphed by the hotel;

the bucket of mcdler bt s in the boat,
| and all the fisherman has to do is 10 take
4a comfortable seat, grasp the handle of
the 41 onnee rod, reel ont fifty vards or

Al 0

the wav we found him when we wandered !
alomg that way after a while, all uncon- |
| behind him

As near as | remem- |

grounds |

at the sound of the dogs and keep up
the gait as long as he heard the dogs
The fox = crafty and would
L miake no such a blunder as that

| “He wou'd take things easy until the
thounds  pressed  him Then
Lhe would pat on more steam, and decrease
Lor increase the pressure as cirenmstanees
Prequired. A chase that would exhayst
Jthe Jackrabbit wonld find the canny red
Jfox well in the lead and comparatively
' fresh

ton close

“But the jackrabbit drops into many
feute cnud cunning tricks when you are on
"his trail with the dogs  He will make for
jnsing ground if he can and will avoid soft
cground  If you will take notice, vou will

see that the rabbiut can run up hill faster
than he can go down I'he reason for that

bear was even then environed by bliss,
*Why," said Farmer Kuby as soon as
be could cateh his breath, ‘there goes all
o' mother's woeel's churnin®
“Presently the sounds of revelry in the

milk house ceased, the door came open
with a crash. and out walked the bear
claspinge betwoeen bis [ aws close
against his breast a twelve guart crock

rwhich the farmer knew was full to the
brim with cream. Aud all the farmer
conld do was just to glare and stare

“Carefully the bear carried the crock
a short distance ap the Lill. There he
sat down, and holding the crock on the
ground with one paw Le sopped the cream
out of it and fed himself with the other
as Farmer Huby could plamly see by the
bright starhgzht

Is Casy 1o e If he put the force in his Whe,' said Farm Ruby., ies an
long hind legs going down lull that he a itin’ glutton ought to Le fed
Neesie foir 1y the ] n by =an ol

il =) e
be tumbled heels aver heat
tumbling sar santlts in g
a

the baottoin

cand the

dog= can go down Wl ae tull sy eed
| Jack reblat has cunning enough to shy
| off a cownhilt course and keoi ta the -
{ bl route if he can
sun up hidlhis the Le tor he Likes
“His reason for avording soft W
ground shows him to be quite capabl oy
| rome respects if he is a little neompe: ot
finothers  Hus foe! are covered with thick

|stockings of fur, and the=¢ stick to the

ivielding =il or mowt surface, and ol

| course delay his flight., while he has ob

vmecvind that the |.unumr' dogs heve no
v

difficulty in geiting swiftly oves tnat sorg
of ground so he gives it as wide cange
He ! |l »

et colurse can’t Le BN W tolgh tal
| =it the jackrabbit, but it must be dry
Yeu he can switn ke 4 duck. and will
plunge o and swirn a Wide <trem it one
hapjpens ta e n his way when Pecne
before dops or a fox, but he Lbasn't the
istinct that prompts hitm to soek wate,

to throw the cnemyv off the < ont as the
doeer has

I'ne space & juokrablby can cover i
his leans s astounding  His nest s

found in his bailliwick, or among shelte:

{escaping from them. he puts on siean
and heads in the direction ol his pes
| Stopping opposite it al 4 distance trom i1
L the greatest he can cover at & 'eap, and |
have Known such a
| fifteen fee! and more
| *Then he squa =, doubles L= flexilile
bacdbone into an amima'e spiral spiing,
pand s soui, loug hind lege span oul
like a catapult  High in the air the im

"hr_‘uul'ﬂly into the well concealed spot
I “Thus he breaks the trall, and even (f
ihe dogs are smar enough 10 mana re
|about and Ly and by rout the crouchimg
rabint out again he has had a good rest
and abrea bing spellandstauit=n ihe race
refreshed and good for anotber long run

“The jackrabbit  has other straiegi
tricks that serve him well on ocoasion
e will run in pastures among sheep
Jump on the top of wione walis and follow
them long distaness, matching in this
the cunning of the coon, and will even
Iforce a tresh rabbit to go on with the
race, following the new starter a few
rode and then leaping aside 10 1he shelter
of some bush or brush pile while the
dogs keep on after the fresh rabbit.  Bur
as a rile the shallow patedness of the
Jackrabbit will predominate and he will
persist in doubling again and again over
the same course, which s sure to end in
his undoing

“The jackrabhit can not only hiear sound
In great wav' off but can hear in one
direction with one ear while the other

(w0 of line and wait for the tarpon 1o take |

[ thie bait

As a usual thing the fsxherman does
not enjoy his ease long after he has get
hisx hook and bait afloar. The bhoatman
+||ul}-. the little eraft slowly alone.  Sod

Fdenly the line becomes yaut and ust as |

the fisherman takes a firmer grip upon
the rod high out of the water mps the
turpon Its silvery wides glisten in the

and its svmmetrical tail a firt in an ofert
to loosen the hook from its mouth and
{ then drops back into the water

This firet leap of the tarpon is the most
critical moment for the fisherman, The
| chances are about even that the giant
fish will throw out the hook in this first
(effort to free itwe Il 1T it faila to do so
and the wielder of the rod suceeads in
keeping the line taut without pulling on
it ton strongly the prospects are favor-
table for eventually landing the tarpon,
Thess fish range in size from ¢ to aly
| et
[ canght it is replaced in the water, The
[ first hooking of the fish, partioularly
when it is of unusnally large size, marks
:rlun beginning of a desperate struggle
hetwoeen the sportsman and his vietim,
It not infrequently happens that the fish
: finully gets the hetler of the contest

It ix a4 work of labor wnd i test of en.
durance to land one of the larger tarpons
[ Sometimes  the big fish keeps up the
i struggle for sevaral hours, during which
th

1 sportsman is kept on a comimull

s histening for indications of danger in
anothier direction It is not uncolmmon
to gee one of 1hese long eared chaps stand -
ing erect on his hind legs, wish one ear
surned well Lack over his shoulder and
the other pushed forward toward his
nose  He is listening in hoth directions,
and if presently he goesscooiing off across
country with those amazing leaps of his
vou can make up vour mind that he has
heard danger approaching from one qua -
jter or the other, or perhaps from both,

[ bhest 1o get away from it If the jack-
lratibit was as wise as he is swift and

{ﬂ.ll-rl he would need fear neither fox nor

l'hmmd »

OFFENCES OF A REAR.

LMned on Lamb, Supped on Cream

Wound L p hy Stealing & Trap.
Hannispvra, Pa, Jan. 28 “It was a
!hawl:l. atarlit night.” said Col. Parker,
| “and Farmer Ruby, although he had gone
| to hed with his mind oppressed v the
{logs of the two lambe that a prowling

and

If one smaller than feur feot s bear had filched from his fiock. had slept [reached the Allegiany River,

soundly through half of it when he was
awakened by a noise,  Sitting up in bed
he listened a moment . |
“Sounds to me.' said he, ‘a8 if them
horses was loose jn the barn and was
thumpin' things.'
| "Then he jumped out of bed,
tto the kitchen window
| taward the barn and the milk house.
| =aw something that start led him.
“‘Why,' said he, ‘themn horses ain't
only got loose, but one of 'em has got et

He ran

He

everege would
1ok hits up behind so far that he would
i, ike a clown

would Les on to him before he reschod

Therefore, knowing that the Stood upright on the
1 hee

A the stedper the

i

| Len Farmer Buby rememberod that he
add o gun somewhere about the liodse

and fe hurried off o look forit, . He found
t. buat bv the tiny he g ik to the
window the b Wils gone It crogk
hiillsidde .

I'e Buby farm, where this happened,

hes among the northern hills of 1
count e threo mides from any place As
MOHLIE Fartmer  Huby
a horse and rode ta Kool
st set il tne and told 1}
if the [FER] PLLAON « Jouting
place L the bea
v ""That Lear fared =o well' sand ex-
cverienced  hunter aud  trapper  Laroy
Lyman, ‘thar he’ ke Vo atother
visit to=nighs 4 We'll set a trap
for him. llon’i e rool ve
| “So that night Lvman wer nto Kuby's
and =et the rap He e a0 i
ho and ol Farmer Kuab T
the mitlk Liouse doo
The bear won't go down thoough (he
ovening in the 1oof Line whd b
That would Le agains 1 disposition
He'd rather sn 1 hiE oway in 8o he'll
break o the door
“Farmer Huby resolved o =i up and

he coming of 1he bear so he
gnt and then riddle
ades

wateh tor
could see him get o
bim wich his gun t
“Trappin®  dnd  shootin”  ard  hams
strmgin’ and hangin’ and quarterin’, all
of "em 1o wuns sivud hie, gt halt bad

them that the hotels are filled to over. | Some clump of the tall wild grass always enough 1o G seteh o batterin’ down and { jf 1 cant Le. wh

vippin’ up critter as that burglarin® vear!’

in a funeral procession, he saw the bear
approaching the milk house

“Whv, said Farmer Buby to himself,
if it wasn't for savin® you the pain and

trap 1'd riddle vou right
Llukv vou'’

“The bear came on leisurely but confi-
dently and stopping at the side o
the milk house, guzed up at the roof he

now, plague

wiore

“Why " said Farmer Ruby,
ally gloarin’ at his pestiferous work!

“But the bear did not pause long 1o
regard the opening he had made  but
marched straight to the door, which had
been made  fast Without a second's
wilt he ot his haunches, put
shoalder against the door and with ¢
mightv surge sent it crashing trom i1s
fasienings  ‘Then he disappeared througn

he's actu-

L= biis

that opening :
I *He had scarcely got mside when a
Houd snap was heard by Farmer Ruby

land then a howl came from the inwerior
rof the milk house that made him start
from his erouching place behind the
kitchen window

“The next second out of the milk hotse
came the bear tumbling. howling and
snarling and doubled up in flerce com-
bat with something  “The  something
was the hig trap, which was fast with its
great jaws on one of the bear's hind foet

“Rattle-te-bang, crash, smash, rip, roar,
snarl and howl, the trapped bear tumbled
down the hill. fighting the trap with all
the fury that pain and resentment could
put into his ugly temper, and brought up
with a resounding aud shivering thump
against the Kitchen door  All over the
back stoop, up and down, the combat
raged  Farmer Ruby, dashing toward a
front window, threw it up, fired the gu,
out of it and eried to the surrounding
woods:
l “Romebody come help git the bear "
| "Then sudden quiet fell on the scene of
| the conflict between the bear nnd the trap
1o the Kitchen
window . The bear, walking on his hind
foet, dragging the heavy trap by the foo:
it was fast to and carrving the clog under
cone fore leg, was moving awav up the

‘Fhlll as rapidly as he could, thuis hampered, |

and by and by disappeared in the woods
{ Then Farmer Ruby found his voice again

I Why," said he, ‘the nnprincipled
'thievin' varmint has gone off with Laroy's
trap!’ )
I "Full of indignation, Farmer
crode post haste to Roulette with the news
|as goon 4k davlight came \ party of
[hunters with dogs returned with him 1o
the fTarm, took the bear's trail and o llowed
it through the woods  ‘The jbear had
Ax miles
i the £ ramast hunter came
rup within range of him and stopped his
|1'urm'l". with a well aimed rifle billet

i Why' said Farmer Ruby. whey hae
i heard the news of the Killing didn't they
(Fiddle him none*  Nor hamsiring him nor
nothin'? Tut, tm! If you're gon' 1o
’Im seteh frechootin® rapseallion hears ns
him off with only et killin' thon us=

Huhy

|away, jret

that leoked out | farmere onght to shet up shop and go | the

Lo highway robhin® fodks or hurglin® of
) ‘em.’

: “But Ihe was ulutli:yr ond I:‘Iin i h;‘- waid
Aroy Lyman got his trap back that the
bear triad tn got away witi:.‘

s wak low .lh||+

oevery |

Lloyd Dr. s Hall Young. for a1
Years & Preacher In Alaska, s
No éne There Ever Relleved € oo,

Dr. 8 Hall Young, who for 1l
thirty -three years has been estan .
churches in Alaska wherever gold

M New regions et prospectors a-irel o
1= in town arranging for four ea
cruits in the missionary fleld in y o<
and lecinring on his experiences 1o
vesterday that neither he nor auv
vlem of the 45,000 male inhabitants ot
lerritaory had the slightest doubt 1
e Fanrbanks expedition led by 1

Llovd had reached the top of M
MeKinloy last April The expedi
which besides Lloyd consisted of thr
other men Charlea MeQ@onigle, Williarn,
Ko avior and a man named Peters

and twao dog «ledges, was financed |
William MoPhee, an old miner and saloop
keepwr of Fairbanks, and August Per
lsen of Fairt
1l Mel

ost 1t

i
Lew s one of my best and old
enid«” sad Dro Young, “even
though bis biusiness &n't quite the same
jasmine. Any one would take Bill McPhee «
word for anvthing and he has perfec
faith that the Lloyd party reached the
| summit, and o has evervhody in Alaska
“Aw for Dr. Cook, who discoverad the
| ‘top of the continent,” no one in Alask 3
| believed him. Why, the men in the laun!
| which took him up the Chulitna River sas
|that he was only gone from the launch
two weeks, So none of us believed | im
when he sald he'd discovered the north
lfl]l‘

“I have seen Mount MeKinley f{romp
| three rides and believe that the approa b
; from the Fairbanks side is the most fea-
(hle way of reaching the top, becauss .
| gradual, whereas the south or Chulirna
Kiver approach, which Dr. Cook took
is precipiious. Nobody in Alaska believes
| that the summit can be reached in summer
I The Farrbanks expedition left in Decen,.
ber with two dog teams which, [ believe
they took all the way. They went along
leisurely up the Cantwell River, camping
here and there and following the northern
in-ig-- above the glacier  In March they
rartived at the base, and in the latter par
jof this month, when the sun had hardened
the stnow crust and there was no fresh
snow or any danger of avalanches, they
made the dash to the summit

“We have only their say so and their
diary to prove that they reached the
top. bt nobody in Alaska nor any one wha
knows them doubts that they got there
PALL the men were thoroughly acquainted
with the region, having prospected around
| there ™

I Young said he didn't believe the
story that the flag on Mount MeKinley,
which s 20,500 feet high and makes Monte
tRosa (15217 feetd and the Matterhorn
(14.7% feet) seem mere foothillg, could
e seen from Fairbanks
. The doctor went 1o Alaska in 1875,
Land four re later established the first
Protestant chureh an Alaska at Wrange!
"He has bien twice down the full length
cof the Yukon River an an open boat,and
i INeT. ¢ & the rush to Klondike
e e tablishied & church at Dawson, going
from there to Eagle, Rampart and Nome
i s From there he went suceess iv
to Teller sCouncil and Fairbanks, where he
establiched a chureh i 1904, In 1908 he
went to Cordova

“1 think.” said he, *that the population

-

of Alurk 45,000 mien, is ecaqual to anv
other body an the world in intelligence,
pand none of us can understand the re-
luctaney of the United States 1o allow
s to elect our own officers and make our
own liws We conly allowed to elect
A Delegate to Congrens, Our  present
Delegate. James Wickersham, was for

woven vears Jndge in Farbanks, and the
hest Judge Alaska ever had., He wois
vlected over the Labor and the reguio
Republican candidate on a home
plattform.”

rihe

Do Young will return to Alaska nest

immier to take the first good vacation
hie has bad for vears hunting polar bear
and walrus in Bering Seu I8 sOn=in=

w, Capt. Kleinschmide, 18 now on an
eypedition getting polar birds

PICKENS SIGN ATURES.
‘Hather Hombastle Business Letters The
| Last 0. D."" He Wrole.

The last paragraph of the last letter
written by Cnarles Dickens reads

But | hope | may ba readvy at 1 a'clock.
, then 1| shan't be. kver
| affectionatels (R I}

| This was writien an hour or so befora

Evary word droops

Liver the grounds whers the hest catohes | trick of his 1o nerease the chance- of b= down ihe hill as slow and solemn as if | below the level from which each starts,

each line of writing descends across the
page. the simple C. D, 18 very shaky, and
{the whole letter in broken and weak

loap 1o eastre disapp’intment o gioom’ keiched in the | Charles Dickens was not “ready” at “3

Lo'clock”
M

This last signature of the novelist is
one of fitty-tive reproduced in the Strand
an article by John Holt School-

ing. Among them is a very famous #ig-
nature, the original of which is on a great
parchment called “Deed of License As-
sigiment and Covenants Respecting a
| Work Called “The Pickwick Papers, "
land which, after a preamble, containg the
words: “Whereas the said Charles Dickens
is the author of a book or work entitled
i The Posthumous Papers of the Pickwick
Club.' which has been recently printed
pand published in twenty parts or num-
bers, ' &«

It is probable that the fact of the seal
baing placed between “Charles” and
“Dickens” prevented the flourish which
almost invariahly accompanied his signa-
ture on business documents; the marked
enlargement of this signature takes the
place of the flourish and shows an un
conscious emphasis of the ego. It would
be almost unreasonable for us to expect
| that so impressionable a man, who was
also feeling hisn power and fame, could
abistain from showing outward signs of
his own consciousness of abnormal =i
cess,  Yetin the private letters of Dickens
the simple “C. [1" I8 very frequent

It may at once be said that this poont
of difference 15 nlike interesting to the
student of gesture and 1o the studen: f
Dickens's character. He was certai
a very able man of business, and 11
waordin of hin business letters 000
hears out the idea conveyved by his his
ness signature—-so to speak--that Dicw
ens was fully aware of hig own powers
and that, quite fairly, he did not omir 1
| impress the fact upon other people wien
{he thought fit.,* Both the wording o1
Cthe signature of many of lus pri

he died at ten minutes past #

Hletters are simple and  unostentati
to a high degree. This curious [a
ought to be remembered when peopis

loww

talk abont Dickens's “conceit™ and
of show "

| Gecse With Four Wings,
Codumhbhua correapondence Indianopolhia A«

{ Lhere are A& number of unusunl 1l
Mo beseen at the annual show of the Ae
can Poultry Breeders and Fanciers Asso
Aahion of this oty Omeof these is sl

of four win ed gecae ow ned by
He hadd an ordinars

L]

‘
enry ke
#eolared man

4
that lnd an ordinary looking exg Then
goose lrid another egg, ana another -
on down  the hine he egRs were save

When the timie arrivesd tor the goose 10

[ the eges were placed under her and
remained taithitully on the ob |mag
Lihe surprise of Kiog when every egg hat d
notour winged goshng since that n
Fmnny eges of the four winged geese b
y b vobmtehed and all have prodoced
{four winged varvieny
Lhe second pair of wings grows ou
ardinary wings hey do not sesm
'hother the geese in the least, although 110
are turned an the opposite dirsction 1
Lirhe ordinary wings and are abour twe’
inches 0 length. Poultey exhibiter a
the show say thay uever saw four winged
Bccse before,

Lak

i
']
1




